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Type. 
Why do we categorize? 

 



Two ways of thinking about type:



Historic Precedents
Generative Principles



Two books:



Recueil (grand Durand)
large plates of drawings.

Précis (petit Durand)
elements of architecture.







Why does Alberto Perez Gomez 
claim that Durand’s approach was 
reductionist or functionalist? 





Why was the Précis considered inferior 
to the Recueil?



The enlightenment offered exposure 
to other cultures and types through 
travel -  a reworking of the Grand Tour.





Who was Durand’s teacher? 





Etienne Louis Boullée. 
From the spiritual family to technical 
and scientific thought, the regulation 
and codification of mythical concepts 
of architecture, or as Antoine Picon 
describes, from the poetry of art to a 
descriptive method. 



Boullée and Ledoux believed that 
architecture and the codes of 
architecture could be reconstituted 
using some basis other than the orders, 
or Vitruvian and Alberitan strategies. 



Sensations are produced by 
elementary forms and volumes, refered 
to as platonic solids.



There was something transcendental 
about Boullée’s work; not regulated by 
construction codes, but regulated by 
connecting form to the current social 
and political context. 



Boullée ultimately wanted to make 
a distinction between building and 
architecture. A distinction that is not 
fully compatible with the notion of 
written codes. 



Boullée was not able to translate 
his ideas into strategies that could 
bear the utility that was demanded of 
architecture at that time.

Durand was able to translate and focus 
on this utility.





Précis was a treatise on architectural 
design and procedural composition.

Recueil was a survey of the knowledge 
of architecture through methods of 
comparison. It is based on precedents. 





Orders and the human body 
are displaced as the primary 
organizational way of thinking about 
architecture, buildings are grouped into 
genres and studied as species. 



Recueil: Two categories
1. Historical: Temples and palaces
2. Function: Churches, town halls, 
theaters, markets, and hospitals.

Geometry is an underdeveloped 
category.







Which categories are still visible in the 
structure of the IBC?



Linnaeus, Species Plantarum. 1753.







Curvier - performance or utility
Linneaus - form driven









Performance vs Ideal Beauty
This distinction marks the 
transition from classical orders into 
contemporary codes. 



If you place buildings side by side 
and investigate their parts, you 
can understand the relationship 
between, performance, utility, and 
economy.





Selected types are not ideal types, 
they are based on their utility. 



“The type is a complex device stabilized 
by function and usage a condensation 
of architectural culture; it relates 
symmetrically to the element. The 
architect’s apprenticeship begin with a 
catalogue of the elements of buildings; 
the practice of design starts with a 
survey of established types, just as 
we comb a library for reference before 
starting to write and academic treatise.“



Recueil is theoretically descriptive.
Precis is prescriptive.

For Durand, architecture’s principal 
concern must be economic. 





Why did Durand dismiss perspective? 
Perspective, in the form of renderings, 
is the most ubiquitous visualization 
technique we have in contemporary 
architecture. But what if you had to do a 
code analysis using perspective views. 





The conceptual gap: 
The “human view” (perspective) is what 
validates architecture’s experiential 
scope and financial marketability; 
but architecture’s utility and 
performance is validated by objective 
code analysis, which is typically 
performed by orthogonal means, such as 
egress plans, etc. 



Two categories in Précis: 

Public
City gates, arches, bridges, palaces, 
hospices, markets, schools, libraries, 
museums, prisons, theaters, etc.

Private
Tenements, villas, country houses.
Single family, multi-family, etc.





Circle most economic figure; 
sphere more viable form that a cube.







Precis looks at primary elements, not 
comparatively, but as a kit of parts 

Walls, openings, columns and structural 
parts, slabs, roofs, and vaults

Which one of these structural parts do 
you think is no longer in the IBC?





Durand might have considered 
these elements as abstractions or 
notations, like in music. 

Durand’s components were physical 
elements not abstractions.

Elements should be regarded first 
as material and construction and 
secondly as forms and proportions. 





How do contemporary codes, like the 
IBS, dictate form and proportions? 



Building Bulk, FAR, Rentable Area, 
Energy Efficiency, all of these metrics 
are based on utility, not beauty, or the 
implication that utility is beautiful.  



Classical codes established beauty 
metrics.

Enlightenment codes established 
performance metrics.

Contemporary codes expand the role 
of performance metrics without saying 
or establishing criteria for the beauty of 
performance or utility.



Types of Practices
BIG Architects
FR-EE Fernando Romero
Rex Architects
OMA Architects

Bureau Spectacular
Cameron Wu
Ania Jaworska
Yellow Office

Philippe Rahm Architects
Andres Jaque Architects
Counterspace Studio
Design With Company 



Foreign Office Architects (1993-2009)
Farshid Moussavi 
Alejandro Zaera Polo

Phylogenisis, FOA’s Ark. 2004









Yokohama International 
Passenger Terminal
Japan. 1995
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