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Architecture is a conventional discipline 
that serves two masters. 

It is the fuel for imagining social utopias 
and the manifestation of a financially 
relevant status quo. 

The regulations that define “architecture 
as the reduction of possibility” (Rem Koolhaas) 
are at the center of this servitude. 

Arch 571 mines this seemingly dull center.



São Paulo School of Architecture and Urbanism (FAU USP). 1962



The term “city” is defined not as a mere mass of 
flows and programs but as a political form. The terms 
“political” and “form” are assumed to be the fundamental 
criteria that construct the essence of the city.

Pier Vittorio Aurel i ,  The City as Project



“Today’s regulations represent the 
sum of rules designed to promote 
particular practices. Originating in 
the desire to improve conditions in 
urban areas in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, 
standards became the essential 
tool for solving the problems of 
health, safety, and morality.

Because so much has been built 
according to these dictates, the 
accumulated rules now have the 
force of universal acceptance 
- standards have become the 
definers, delineators, and 
promoters of places, regardless 
of variations in landform, natural 
systems, and human culture.” 

Eran Ben-Joseph, The Code of the City
Image: Maximum Building Envelope Renderings by Hugh Ferris, 1929.



Arch 571 is the first lecture course in a series 
of four architectural practice courses in the 
professional architecture program. 

The focus of this course is to unfold the professional 
constructs that define the role of regulation; tying 
it to the politicization of the architectural discipline. 
The relationship between architecture and politics is 
affected by the development and implementation of 
regulations, standards, and codes. This relationship 
affects the way cites are shaped - through the forms 
of buildings - and the legal framework under which 
architects practice. 

Arch 571 explores diverse historical and cultural 
contexts critical to examining the role of regulations 
in contemporary architectural practice.  



Arch 571 refers to politics in two ways: 

1. The polis and the history of urbanism.
2. The development of policies at multiple scales 
(urban, building, professional).



These two ways of thinking about politics establish the non-
linear organization of the course content. 

Reading is the most important part of this course. 
Lecture presentations deliberately swing from theoretical 
discussions to practical applications addressing specific 
polemical issues. The theoretical and practical content of the 
course is framed by two texts: 

1.  P ier  V i t tor io  Aure l i ’s ,  The  City  as  Pro ject .
2.  Paul  Segal ’s ,  Profess iona l  Pract ice ,  A  Guide  to  Turn ing  Designs  into  Bui ld ings. 



These two texts are an unlikely pair; the diverse 
historical and cultural context of these texts is explained 
through the eight main cultural organisms described in 
Oswald Spengler’s “The Decline of the West.” 

Lectures and discussions engage these three texts 
and introduce students to architects, thinkers, and 
urbanists, whose work leverage regulatory parameters 
to assert polemical political positions. 


